This article is about the Romanian presence abroad and the discoveries I made throughout the years in the 40 articles I wrote and published in Romania and in diaspora papers and magazines in Romanian. My self-imposed mission is to make cultural Romanian aspects known. There are three categories in which we are known: the classics (such as Constantin Brancusi -abstract sculpture, and Eugen Ionesco -the theater of the absurd), the world-class sports achievers (such as Nadia Comaneci, Ilie Nastase and, more recently, Irina Halep), and Dracula (this being at the top). Then there are Romanian achievements known only by those in a specific field of activity. Even we, as Romanians, do not know many of the accomplishments of which we should be proud. Unveiling the positive aspects of Romanian culture is necessary and I will continue the hunt for my discoveries.
Introduction
For many years I have written and published articles on the theme of my selfimposed mission: making known my discoveries about the surprise Romanian presence abroad. Romania has so many beautiful things to tell the world and there is a Romanian presence almost everywhere. Yet even we, those from Romania, don't always know about them. Figure 1 . Ileana Costea studying a book in which Brancusi's art is mentioned. Books, the Internet, and field studies are her tools.
Romania being a small country, located in "the armpit of the Soviet Union" -as I used to tell my students who did not know where our beautiful country is on the map, is seldom officially recognized in the vast world as being the place of origin of successful and famous people.
Known Romanian people
The classics, the sports and Dracula There really are only three categories in which we can say that we are known: the classics, the world-class sports achievers, and Dracula. And yes, Dracula (about whom, with shame I must confess I first heard when I came in the US in 1972!!) is always at the top, followed by Ceausescu's violent killing in 1989, and then probably by Nadia Comaneci, the Olympiadgymnastic winner, and Ilie Nastase and more recently, Irina Halep, the tennis players. Then follow the exceptional skills of Romania trained computer programmers and analysts, whose hiring in large numbers at Microsoft Headquarters in Seattle, Bill Gates had to justify to the US government: why non-resident Romanians and not Americans?
As for the classic Masters famous world-wide, such as Constantin Brancusi (creator of the abstract sculpture), Eugen Ionesco (father of the theater of the absurd) http://dx.doi.org/10.14510/39ARA2015.3926
and Tristan Tzara (founder of the Dada nihilist art movement), they are believed to be French, because it is in France where they worked most of their lives. Only seldom a more cultured non-Romanian or a foreigner with some Romanian connection (a wife, a colleague, a Fullbright scholarship in Romania) will know that they are originally from Romania.
Known mainly in their field
Some important Romanians are well known mainly by people in their field, such as: Mircea Eliade -whose books are used in most of the American Universities in history of religion courses and most probably, since he was a professor at the University of Chicago, he is believed to be an American scholar; Emil Cioran, who is famous only among philosophers and mostly in France, where he was made a member of the French Academy, an Institution very difficult to penetrate, especially as a non-French, yet quotes by him are found in many cultural events; composer George Enescu, more known in Europe, although played from time to time on radio stations in California and maybe also in other parts of the US. The only person from Romania who is better known among non-Romanian university intellectuals in the States is Andrei Codrescu from Brasov, because of the visibility he obtained through the intelligent and humorous shows he made for years on American National Public Radio.
Romanian presence everywhere
In short, we must accept that Romanians and their accomplishments are simply not well known. Yet, there is a "hidden Romanian hand, head, and idea" almost everywhere around the world. Few people know that the Eiffel Tower was made following the innovative assembly method of an engineer from Iasi, Pănculescu (legend or reality?!); that the head of the colossal statue of Jesus Christ at the summit of Mount Corcovado in Rio de Janeiro was created by the Romanian sculptor Gheorghe Leonida; that the leaders of the French Institute of Petroleum near Paris, France claim that they learned how to process oil from the Romanian school. These are only a few of the beautiful hidden Romanian treasures that need to be discovered.
That there are few museums in the world to not have a Brancusi sculpture (be it in Paris, New York, Chicago, Canberra, Australia, or Rio, Brazil), and that there is no book of modern art or history of art which does not mention his name is no surprise. But in my travels I discovered an unexpected Romanian presence almost 
